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TROUBLE —- TROUBLE — Our last few reunions have shown a deci-
sive drop in attendees. We realize that age and health has taken a 
great number of our membership, either the member or his spouse; 
what does this have to do with our organization —  well —the prob-
lem arises when we make arrangements at the hotel — the first 
question asked is “how many rooms will you need?” The price is 
predicated on the number of rooms that will be used. Some say that 
we should give an inflated number in order to get the lower price, 
but, this is not something that the organizer of the reunion should 
do, in fact, the hotel checks on the number of rooms that we used 
at the last reunion.  
I am asking what we should do to increase the number of atten-
dees, 
Many suggestions  have been given, but the reality is that if our 
numbers do not increase, we will not have an organization. We only 
get together once a year, and we know that someday this will not 
be possible, but, please do not make that date too soon. 
Our only consolation is that the USS BATAAN LHD5 will someday 
take over our organization, but we must be realistic — the crew is 
very young and will not be in a position to take over the organiza-
tion until they retire from military life or from civilian employment. 
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COMMANDING OFFICER 
USS BATAAN  LHD5 

 
Captain Steve Koehler, was commissioned 
through Naval ROTC in 1986 after receiving a 
degree in Physics from the University of Colo-
rado at Boulder, and was designated a Naval 
Aviator in March of 1989. He reported to VF-
124 Gunfighters at NAS Miramar for initial 
training in the F-14 Tomcat, and in December 
of 1990 he joined the VF-211 Fighting Check-
mates where he made two deployments on 
board USS Nimitz (CVN 60) in support of Op-
eration DESERT STORM and SOUTHERN 
WATCH. 
In February 1994 he reported to the VF-101 
Grim reapers at NAS Oceana as a Flight In-
structor where he served as the Operations Ad-
ministrative Officer,, Quality Assurance Offi-
cer and F-14 Demonstration Pilot  In January, 
1997, Captain Koehler then reported to the 
VF-41 Black Aces serving as the Assistant Op-
erations Officer,  Administrative Officer, and 
Maintenance Officer, and deployed aboard the 
USS JOHN F KENNEDY (CV67) in support 

of OPERATIONS DELIBERATE GUARD 
and SOUTHERN WATCH. 
Following graduation from the Naval War Col-
lege in Newport, RI with a Masters Degree Na-
tional Security and Strategic Studies, and at-
tending the Armed Forces Staff College, he 
reported to the Bureau of Naval Personnel in 
Millington, TN, in September 1999 as the 
Tomcat, Super Hornet, and CAG Placement 
Officer. 
In November 2001, he rejoined VF-101 as the 
Executive Officer and held that position until 
reporting to the VF-143 in February, 2003, as 
Executive Officer. He commanded the World 
Famous Pukin’ Dogs from July 2004 to Octo-
ber 2005, deploying aboard USS George 
Washington (CVN 73) in support of Operation 
IRAQI FREEDOM, and ultimately transition-
ing VFA-143 to the FA-18E Super Hornet. 
Captain Koehler reported as the Military As-
sistant/Naval Aide to the Assistant Secretary of 
the Navy (M&RA) in November of 2005 be-
fore being selected to undergo nuclear power 
training. He served as Executive Officer of 
USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) from November 
2007 to October 2009. He took command of 
USS BATAAN (LHD 5) at sea in February 
2010. 
Captain Koehler is qualified as both a ground 
and airborne Forward Air Controller, FAC/
FAC(A), logged over 500 carrier-arrested 
landings and accumulated in excess of 3,600 
hours in various Naval Aircraft. His personal 
decorations include Meritorious Service Med-
als, Strike/Flight Air Medals, Navy Marine 
Corps Commendation Medals, Navy Marine 
Corps Achievement Medals and numerous 
unit, service, and campaign awards.  
____________________________________ 
Captain Steve Koehler attended the Univer-
sity of Colorado as listed in his biography — 
the Captain told us that if he is not at sea in 
May 2011, he and his wife, who is from 
Colorado, will be our guests at next years 
reunion! 

   USS BATAAN LHD5 
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EXECUTIVE  OFFICER  USS 
BATAAN LHD 5 

  CAPT. ERIK ROSS 
CAPT. Eric M. Ross is a native of Appleton, 
Wisconsin, He studied Government and In-
ternational Relations at Cornell University, 
graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in 1988. 
He received his commission through the 
NROTC program at Cornell. Capt Ross 
served at sea as Gunnery Officer and Elec-
trical Officer in USS CORONADO 
(AFG11). Subsequently he served at sea as 
Assistant Operations and Plans Officer a\of 
Commander, Amphibious Squadron One, 
Operations Officer in USS CALLAGHAN 
(DDG994), Operations and Plans Officer on 
the Staff of Commander, Amphibious 
Squadron Four, Executive Officer in USS 
PEARL HARBOR (LSD52), and Opera-
tions Officer in USS TARAWA (LHA1). 
From February, 2006 to August 2007 he 
commanded the USS WHIDBEY ISLAND 
(LSD41). CAPT. Ross first served ashore as 
a Student In the Advanced Education Pro-
gram at the University of San Diego, grad- 
uating with a Master of Arts in Interna-
tional Relations. Subsequently, he served 
ashore in the Strategic Planning and Policy 

Directorate on the staff of Commander, 
United States Pacific Command, on the staff 
of the Chief of Naval Operations Executive 
Panel, and as the Director of the Fleet and 
International Training Department at Sur-
face Warfare Officers School. Most re-
cently, CAPT. Ross served as an instructor 
at the Navy’s Command Leadership School 
in Newport, RI.  CAPT. Ross assumed the 
duties of Executive Officer of USS 
BATAAN (LHD5) in May 2010. CAPT. 
Ross has been awarded the Defense Merito-
rious Service Medal (four awards), the Navy 
Commendation Medal (four awards), the 
Navy Achievement Medal, and various unit 
and campaign awards. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   
ADM. NORA TYSON 

The Navy’s newest aircraft carrier will be the 
first to have its strike group commanded by a 
woman, according to a Naval  announcement  
Rear Adm. Nora Tyson has been assigned as 
the next commander of the Norfolk, Va.,-
based Carrier Strike Group 2, which includes 
the carrier George H.W. Bush, according to 
an announcement from the Pentagon. Lt. 
Justin Cole, a Navy spokesman, said Tyson 
would be the first woman to command a car-
rier strike group in Navy history. 
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REUNION 2010 — NEWPORT NEWS, VA. —was a  tremendous success and all the atten-
dees that I talked to — remarked that they had a great time. Unlike other reunions, this one had 
something different — there was a day in which we could rest—meet with our friends, or, take 
a trip to see and do as we so pleased. Let me tell you, what we did —. 
 Day one was as usual — registration and the hellos and “Gee You Look Great”  re-
marks. 

    
 
 
 
 
             
           The  registration desk was just outside of the Hospitality Room which made it real easy 
to go from one to the other. THE SEA STORIES STARTED AND THEY GOT BIGGER ! 

As mentioned, the first day was the same, 
BUT, , the 2010 Reunion had something 
different on the first day —- we had visi-
tors come aboard from the USS BATAAN 
LHD5. 

L to R Capt. Eric Ross ExecOfficer; Capt Steve Koehler, CO; Clancy Decker; CWO4 Bob Lilly; CMCCM Brian Collier;                  
MCC Anthony Sisti 
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 That evening, Wednesday, we had a very delightful  get-together with the members of the  
LHD5. When they came aboard, they didn’t stand around and just do nothing — they intro-
duced themselves to ALL by coming  to each table and talking to us OLD SAILORS and their 
guests. 
The commanding officer gave a brief talk and told us how proud he was of the youngsters that 
were on his ship — I could not help but  think of my days aboard the CVL29 — we were just 
youngsters as is the crew of the LHD5 — the Commanding Officer’s talk just helped re-enforce 
the pride for OUR NAVY. 
Day two continued to be as exciting as was day one. For those that have been to any of our 
other reunions would agree that the memorial service honoring our fallen comrades is probably 
the highlight of our reunion activities — this was no exception. 

After the service at the Coast Guard Chapel, 20 of our reunion partici-
pants boarded two Coast Guard boats and sailed up the river to place a 
wreath in the water to further honor our fallen comrades. On our way 

out, we passed numerous “posts” in the water that had bird’s nest in them — they were the nests 
of the infamous OSPREY — what a sight. When we reached our destination, the wreath was 
placed in the water as our Chaplain said a prayer — taps were played — what an emotional 
conclusion to our Memorial Service! 

LT. DAVID 
MASTERSON 

CHC,  USN 
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We then boarded our bus and had a very interesting trip around Yorktown, VA. We learned 
many things about this small, but very important, community. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
After our bus ride, we were ready  o 
for lunch — our bus stopped at at 
the Mariners Museum for a much 
looked-for lunch. We were met at 
the door and escorted to tables that had our box lunch and drink waiting for us. 
After our lunch, we were divided into two groups and taken for a tour of the 
Monitor Museum — what a surprise — it had  actual  parts of the “iron clad” ship that fought in 
the Civil War. Age doesn’t matter when it comes to learning — in that short time, a  history 
course was given that was never a part of my formal education. 

 
Now back to the hotel to discuss what to do tomorrow , but first, to the Hospitality Room. 
 
Friday was an open day — some just relaxed at the hotel — others took a walk — some went to 
the zoo — etc, etc. 
 
Our final day started with the Annual Board Meeting;  
President Clancy Decker opened the meeting with the sound of the gavel at 0930. 
Chaplain Donald Border led us in prayer followed by the Pledge to the flag by Clancy Decker. 
Don Border read an article from the magazine Graybeards, giving the statistics of all our wars. 
A Roll Call of Officers indicated that all were present or accounted for — V. President Richard 
Weaver was absent due to sickness. 
The Treasurer’s report was read  —- 
 Balance as of May 6, 2009   $ 17,298.20 
 Total monies received    $   7,235.89 
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 Expenses Paid      $  5,338.05 
  
 Leaving a Balance as of May 13, 2010  $ 19,196.04 
The treasurer’s books were examined by James Ward and Sando Cosenza and found to be in 
accordance with the report given. 
The treasurer’s report was approved as read. 
 
Secretary’s Report was given and accepted as read. 
 
OLD BUSINESS — Colorado Springs will be the site of our 2011 reunion. Sando Cosenza 
explained what hotels are being considered with their pros and cons. The 23rd reunion will have 
a few new twists hoping that it will revive the attendance to the reunions. The said reunion will 
not have any formal or informal attire for the Saturday get-together, instead it will have a West-
ern flair — cowboy hats, boots, flannel shirts — anything western that you wish to dress in. The 
affair will be in a BBQ setting at a make-up western town. There will be BBQ ribs and chicken 
with the sides and a western show after the meal. Wednesday will be the traditional get-together 
at the hotel, and again — very casual dress.  As for the hotel — there are two very good propos-
als — one at $114.00 per night, and the other at $ 79.00 per night — both include breakfast in 
the morning —($ 79.00 looks great). We will try to have our Memorial Service in the United 
States Air Force Academy Chapel.  
More news will follow via the news letter. 
 
NEW BUSINESS — Election of Officers — President — Clancy Decker; V. President Rich-
ard Weaver (sent an e-mail indicating he will accept the nomination as V. President and Web 
Master); Treasurer — Wayland Havig; Chaplain — Donald Border; Secretary — Sando 
Cosenza; —— all were elected by acclamation. 
 
New Storekeeper — Quincy Golihar was introduced as the new Storekeeper. Quincy explained 
what he has done with the new shield and what he plans to do with the hats. 
 
Our President explained what to expect at the dance this evening. 
 
Site for the 2012 Reunion — Bill Linker proposed Louisville KY as the site — More will fol-
low. 
 
A question was asked if children of deceased members could become members of our organiza-
tion — President Decker answered that question and one by Wayland Havig — what are we 
going to do about the By-Laws — we will  attack both questions when Dick Weaver is here to 
answer questions in that he has been working on the By-Laws and both questions are being  
considered. 
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The business meeting for 2010 was officially closed at 1030 by President Clancy Decker. 
 
Now for the auction — many articles came from members of our organization, and our presi-
dent did a fine job as auctioneer. The organization is now $ 230.00 richer. 
 
The dance was a tremendous success — we were to have as our guests, members of the crew of 
the USS BATAAN LHD5. Pictured below are the attendees.  
These crewmembers will continue the proud name of the USS BATAAN! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pictured from left to right (back row) are ENS Shervon James, MC1 Dan Bristol, ETCS 
Joey Short, GMC Angelo Taylor, LTJG Kerri Edwards, Command Master Chief Brian Col-
lier,  ENS Joseph Leahy; (front row) OS2 Lavern Blue, QM3 Amy Hover, QM3 Brandi 
Campbell. 
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Senior Chief SHORT won the 50/50 drawing — $ 315.00 and returned $ 160.00 back to the 
organization  —  THANK YOU CHIEF SHORT. 
All good things come to an end — and so it was with the 2010 Reunion. Our goodbyes were 
said but not without a few tears, but, there is always the thought that we will be together in 2011 
in the great state of Colorado. 
Speaking of next year, we will have our reunion in Colorado Springs and with your help, it will 
also be a success. I would like to ask  your indulgence for a moment — in order to get the best 
price for the hotel room, I must give them a “number” that are going to stay at the hotel — I am 
looking for a price in the $ 79.00 per night bracket, BUT — this is contingent on having 50 
rooms. The price of the room will also include a buffet breakfast every morning, and the rooms 
are now being renovated so we will have good. clean, and new  relaxing rooms.  
 I would like you to send me an e-mail or a post card indicating if you intend on being there — 
remember this is just an indication — you will not be held to this — BUT  we would love to 
have you and yours there — the more that attend, the more enjoyable the affair.  
Below you will find a make-shift calendar that will show you the dates — as you can see, we 
kept away from Mother’s Day and Memorial Day — Get your calendar and MARK IT!!!!!!!! 
 

COLORADO SPRINGS AIRPORT 
FLY QUICK. FLY EASY. FLY EVERYWHERE 

Allegiant Air . American . Continental . Delta 
Frontier , Northwest , United ,  US Airways 

Registration      Memorial Ser   Free Day          Business Meet 
Buffet, Music    Lunch, Trips                             BBQ & Ent 

Check out 

Mother’s 
   Day 
 

USS BATAAN CVL29/LHD5 ASSOCIATION  
REUNION 

NOTE — OUR HOSPITALITY ROOM WILL BE OPEN EVERY DAY 
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THINGS TO SEE AND DO IN COLORADO SPRINGS, 
AND THERE ARE MANY MORE 
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REMEMBER TO MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE 2011 USS BATAAN CVL29/
LHD5 ASSOCIATION REUNION — YOUR BEING THERE WILL INSURE IT’S SUC-
CESS .  MUCH MORE WILL FOLLOW IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER — BY THE 
WAY, WE EXPECT TO SEE SOME PILOTS FROM AIR GROUP 50 — WE MISSED 
YOU AT THE LAST TWO AS WITH THE “BARBER” FROM WWII AND HIS 
BROTHER; ALSO THE FORMER OFFICERS — THE ETs — THE WIVES OF OUR 
DEPARTED MEMBERS— IN ALL PLEASE COME AND HAVE A GREAT TIME. 
 
As with the former years, gifts were given to the reunion attendees; this year, Bataan 
Neckties were given as shown — they will be for sale —  @ $ 8.00 per tie—with S/H in-
cluded. — Quincy Golihar;  1709  Cline St.,   Bossier, LA , 71112 
 
For the 2011 reunion, these challenge coins will be the gift — BUT — only for the reunion 

attendees — they WILL NOT BE SOLD ! 
 
What are chal-
lenge coins? — 
Following World 
War I, it became 
a growing tradi-
tion to carry these 
medallions, or 
"coins", and it 
was a fun little 

game that gave them the name "challenge". 
It went something like this... 
Squadron members would challenge one another to reveal their coins. If 
the member being challenged did not have his or her coin on them, they 
would have to buy a drink for the person who challenged them. If, how-
ever, they could produce the coin, then the challenger had to buy them a 
drink. Thus, the "challenge coin" evolved. 
                                                                                                                       
ATTENTION ON DECK —- (FROM THE NEWPORT NEWS REUN-

ION) — As  Michael   Thornton left the Newport News Marriott at City 
Center, a man in the lobby saw the medal around his neck, jumped up and 
shook his hand. 
Clarence “Clancy” Decker of Philadelphia was in town for a reunion of 
WWII and Korean War veterans who served aboard the USS BATAAN. 
“As soon as I saw it, I stood up,” he said “Because that’s what you’re sup-
posed to do.” (this appeared in the Daily Press newspaper of Newport News, 
VA — Mr. Thornton was a Navy Seal and earned the medal against the 
Northern Vietnamese in 1972). 

Many letters and articles have been sent to me with the hopes that they appear in one of 
our newsletters — for those that have sent information, they will appear in future newslet-
ters — don’t stop now, keep them coming.  



 12 

 

Sando COSENZA — Secretary 
USS BATAAN CVL29/LHD5 ASSOCIATION 
4448 East Cheyenne Drive 
Phoenix, AZ  85044—1619 

60th ANNIVERSARY 


